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For: ISOLATED CYTOKINE RECEPTOR LICR-2 



RESPONSE T r\ nFFTCE ACTION 
f^7 rc.R. 8 1.111) 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria. VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

This is submitted in response to the Office Action of January 10, 2005. No 
amendtnents are proffered herewith. 

The Examiner has maintained rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 101/112. The 
Examiner's position has been considered, and reconsideration is requested, for the 

rea.sons which follow. 

The Examiner asserts that the fact that the molecule at issue, i.e., LTCR-2, 
activates STATs, is not a sufficient utility because ''a variety of molecules activate 
STATs.'- 

Applicants do not dispute this: however, they again call upon the Examiner to 
supply a statute, case, or regulation that states that, for a compound to exhibit utility 
under 35 U.S.C. § 101. it must be the only molecule known to have that activity. 
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Applicant are entitUd to to infoTmation. If em Examiner ms« » rqection, 
appMcanU «e ctiUed .c s« the support underlying the rejection. If the support camto. 
be provided, the rejection should be withdrawn. 

The Examiner also asserts that "because one of ordinary skill in the art would not 
know which physiological process is (sic) the protein of the instant invention (sic; ts) 
involved in" thc« is no proven utility. Again, there is no basis for this novel approach to 
the utiUty requirement. The fact that LICR-2 activates a molecule involved in therapeutic 
processes is a substantial activity. Tlie Examiner's position is not sustainable. 

Notwithstanding these filings, applicants ivould like to bring the Examiner's 
attention to further utilities, as discussed in the specification. Specifically, UCR-2 is a 
binding partner for AK155, which is linked to Hcrpp,s virus saimiri infection. Please note 
page 2, lines 1 5-19, page 7, last paragraph of example 6, page 19, first paragraph, page 20 
'\x\ toto . 

Appended hereto is a copy of KsSEES, et al., / ViroL. 74(8): 3881-3887 (2000). 
discussing the fact that ak{ 55 is a marker for Hrtpes virus ^amiri infection. 

It is submitted that the fact that LICR-2 acts as a binding partner for akl55 clearly 
provides utility of the type requested by the Examiner - which is well more than the 
statute requires. 

In view of this, it is believed that the rejection cannot be sustained, and aUowance 
of this application is proper and is urged. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Norman D. Hanson 
Registration No.: 30,946 

212 31 8-3000 FULBRICxHT & JAWORSKI L.L.P. 

212 31 8-3400 (fax) 6<56 Fifth Avenue 

New York, New York 10103 

Attachment: Knappe et al. Reference Attorney for AppUcant 
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